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A number of important issues have come up in 
recent weeks with regards The Farr Post. 
Firstiy, a number of people have commented on 
how we have too much of a British bias to our 
articles. Friends have visited the U.K., caught a 
couple of games, and written articles for this 
publication. They've also had matchday pro- 
es reviewed, and suddenly TFP looks like a 
homesick Poms guide to following your club from 
halfway around the globe. Well, TFP was set up as 
being an alternative soccer magazine for all 
Queenslanders - by Queenslanders. It just so 
happens that these contributors have given their 
time and effort to pen these articles. We are always 
on the lookout for more articles - and from fans of 
any ethnic background - be they Poms, Italian, 
Greek or whatever. 
So, rather than having a whinge, get involved and 
write us an article on what it's like playing in goal 
for a Brisbane Lions 9th Division team, or how the 
merger in Ipswich has affected the Asian share 
market - we want to know ! 
Secondly, the reason that TFP came about was 
because the existing weekly Queensland soccer 
Magazine was not giving the fans what they 
wanted. A quick poll indicated that there was a lot 
of unreported football news happening out there, 
and people wanted to know about it - they were 
sick of the one-eyed reporting of the Strikers news 
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too surprised that we had given up our lead and even 


4 Strikers 1 Gippsland 2 less so when a really nice move caught our defenders 
Saturday 3 January 1998 square and immobile yet again and the 3 points so 
by David Marshall urgently required were gone. 


When it was obvious Old Half a Yard Harper AND one 
Cranney kiddy were to be on the bench and Kasey and Knipey 
were to start, even the sight off FF in civvies wasn't enough to 
prevent some slight stirrings of hope. The Strike Squad were in 
better voice than I have heard this season and 4150 devils for 
punishment had tumed up and I think they would have been 
reasonably happy with the STRIKERS’ efforts to half time 
(apart from the ability to convert a lot of possession into goals). 
Clint Bolton was pretty near faultless, Gwynne was Mr ) , 
Consistancy at the back and Kasey Wehrman was in patches a magically to appear. 
~ to a eye. se Bull aepar a7 seni — South Melbourne 5 
lespite bearing the captain's armband which had : 
cruelly wrest from OHY and he, Chay Hews and the Brisbane Strikers 1 


Nasty feeling times again. Optimism almost crushed. 
We can still do it, but ] don't think we will. What we 
need is one (or preferably two) mid-fielders who can 
take a pass without allowing the ball to balloon away 
like a beachbail, hold the thing up occasionally and 
then find a player in a yellow shirt from time to time. 
The frontmen are getting no quality service and I 


solitary Cranney kiddy constantly displayed both ria i 
d ing skills. ~" ° 
abysmal first touches and passing skills. ’ by Alan Clark 


I missed the STRIKERS’ goal as I was at the 
bar too long and it was scored 30 seconds 
into the second half. | subsequently sawiton “* 
video and it really was a class act. Wehrman did It 
what only he of all the STRIKERS could have done Melbourne. The eighth to step up for the challenge 
wide on the right, slipped two defenders with lovely _, - last season’s Champions, Brisbane Strkers - found 
ball skills and crossed perfectly onto Brownie's nut. He put their task made more difficult in conceding a goal 
away number 135 with a delicate fine deflection, again, high | within the first minute. ; 
class. A free-kick at the halfway was played quickly down 
the line to Lozanovski, who beat Meredith and then 
Well, we thought "Here we go etc.....". Home side coasting 1 - |Battistin, and sent over a far post cross which was 
0 up, forward line looking reasonable, mid-field looking fair, | battered against the post with Bolton beaten, it 
defence solid and keeper having a good day. What does Frank | rebounded against Damianos and trickled slowly 
do? Remove Knipe who had done little wrong and bring on over the line with Bolton prone and unable to make 
OHY!!!! You could almost see the team’s collective head drop. | the second attempt. ; 
It was no time before Harper was at it as usual, arriving late What was difficult then became impossible, as 
and eventually squandering a good chance with only the keeper] before ten minutes had gone, Lozanovski 3 celebrat- 
to beat, team mates in the box unmarked (1 checked on the ing his 25th birthday - again skinned Battistin and 
replay) only to try an unlikely shot from an impossible angle. | then crossing to Anastasiadis, who coolly brought 
By now our midfield was looking increasingly ragged, the ball down when a header might have been 
Wehrman showing some fatigue and Meridith and Hews not —_| attempted by a more anxious player, and buried his 
looking any more skillful than before. Frank's next master- low shot past the helpless Bolton. 
stroke? Bring on Cranney kiddy Il !! It didn't work!! We heard | Indeed Bolton's first two touches of substance were 
a lot about Frank's tough conditioning earlier in the season, but | to kick the ball to Farina for the ensuing kick-off. 
the STRIKERS must have had a bit too much Christmas cheer | That was Anastasiadis’ last involvement in the game, 
as in the last 15 or 20 minutes it became increasingly apparent | as he was subbed for Coveney, leaving the ground 
the the Falcons were outrunning the locals and steaming on 
strongly. Although the first Gippsland goal was a little jammy 
- STRIKER mis-kicked against a STRIKER, ball bounced 
handily for Thompson, shot went in (just) off upright - I wasn 
Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, therefore,| magazine that will print any old 
are those of the individual contributors, and do not neces-| crap - so put pen to paper and 
sarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently do! | cond us your worst... 


~ None of the seven previous 
visiting teams had taken all three points 
from their Bob Jane encounter with South 


Fancy writing a match report for 
| The Farr Post - especially from 
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doubt Ronaldo would be scoring too many ifhe were — 


Strikers away games ? This is the 
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from an earlier challenge. 
Sy 25 minutes it was all over as a contest, though not a 
spectacle, when South’s third went in. The unfortunate | next ¢o Fari the | i 
Baitistia, moved from a Lozanovski-tormented left back to rr ae 
back, to what was presumably a less-exposed right back ; ee Frat 

=* : : And th 
position, was to find yet again the question asked of _ aie bcsarips- tae predae traps psebiais Ae i 
him was overly onerous. This time the cross was sent | now the team leading in the least loases-at ri 
in from that wing, and converted by Trimboli. category - none in eight over Sydney United with none 
in seven, they are undisputed leaders in the goals scored 
at home with 24 - an productivetally of three per game, 
More importantly than all of those impressivestatistics 
is the fact that they lie second in the table, and 
withinstriking distance of teaders Sydney United. 
SED cect Aah eh ace OO 


At 3-0 to the good, and South apparently coasting, the {Strikers 2 Wollongong 1 
crowd's interest turned to how many, ratlier than if. Saturday, 17 January, 1998 
Veteran siriker Rod Brown and Brisbane player-coach by Dave Marshall 

Frank Farina had other ideas, and combined shortly 
after in a sweet move which provided a ball to Brown’s 
feet and a sweetly hit shot that whistled past Petkovic. 
Was a come-back on? 


point, and most would have been 
figuring out how to avoid sitting 


So it was no surprise that Battistin was subbed. 
Matthew Bell was given the defensive job instead. It 
must have been a dreadful day to be a Brisbane left 
back, as towards the end of the match, Bell himself was 
subbed. 


Things started very quietly at the Irish Connection, our 
group of 4 (including a couple of visiters from Canberra, 
one of whom is an ex Jugal player from the Sydney comp 
: : 2 . ; in the 60's) being the first there. 

With the score-line remaining at 3-1, and with Brisbane | By about 6.30 there were about 15 STRIKERS fans 

still launching attacking forays, the game was still not | supping and chatting, but walking to the ground about 15 
unequivocally determined. Meredith had some min before kick off the grandstand looked very sparsely 
typically dangerous moments, without converting. All | populated. I didn't see the gate posted, but it was a 

this changed in a short spell midway through the smallish crowd. 

second half. Damianos, perhaps seeking his place on | There was joy all round when it was noted that OHY was 
the scoreboard in more convincing fashion than in the | not in the starting XI nor even on the bench! In fact, 
games opener, picked up a ball at the half, took a short considering he is our captain, he seemed remarkably 

run direct to goal, and let fly from 25 metres. His shot | inconspicuous all night. A suggestion was made that he 
found the net without being troubled by Bolton’s may have ben helping his wife move into their new abode. 
preventative attempt. Blackford was given a start in right midfield and FF's 
knee must have passed the test as he was on the park too. 
The game seemed to have barely started when quite a nice 
move resulted in a well struck goal from outside the box 
by, most seemed to think, a Cranny kiddy! Neither team 
was playing any inspirational football, but I thought the 
STRIKERS tooked as good as they had any time this 
season. Half time arrived quite quickly and I strated a 
conversation with a bloke in the beer queue. He said he 
didn't know anything about the game except that "You 
kick a goal and score a point"! Well, at least he was there. 
Inevitably, Wollongong equalized and it seemed the match 
would follow the all to familiar pattern of this season as 
the STRIKERS began to lose the midfield. Kasey 
Wehrman was subbed off limping and did have some nice 
touches while there. Gwynne did what he always does and 
remains the pick of the bunch this season. Blackford 
didn't shine, but neither did he stuff up too much. The 
winning goal was a very strange affair with a long range 
shot bouncing off several players from both sides before 
tolling in. John Croft correctly remarked that this was the 
luck the STRIKERS had last year. 

Could this be the changing point this year? I doubt it. 


As it turned out, it was probably a game that the - 
dropped Striker Andy Harper, a big name signing from 
Marconi pre-season, would have been happy not being 
a past of. 

Although Brisbane continued to battle away in its 
attempts to get a foothold - even a mere toe-hold would 
have done them - no joy was to come from these 
labours. South was able to sub midfield dynamo 
Clarkson for the welcome return to first team duty of 
Panopoulos, such was their dominance. Coveney was 
flow coming into his own with speedy runs down the 
fight and through the middle, giving his markers no 
time to rest. 

From one of these runs came the fourth South goal. 
Coveney raced along the right touchline onto an early 
Giagonal ball, found it more profitable to turn and run 
along the 18 yard area than to cross, then launched an 
Unstoppable thunderbolt past the hapless Bolton. 


Not even the most optimistic Brisbane player could 
have been thinking there was a way back from that 


i 
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Perth Glory 1 Brisbane Strikers 3 

Perth Oval, 

Suaday, 25th January, 1998 

by Searlais Mullen 
The Strikes kept their Finals hopes alive with a gutsy 3-1 win 
and two NSL landmarks were set: Frank Farina made his 200th 
NSL appearance; and Glory (if you can believe it) scored their 
first ever penalty at home. However, it was a dreadful 
spectacte, made so by impossible weather conditions (a 
sweltering 38°c) and shocking performances by both teams. 
The Strikers earned their victory through vastly superior 
organisation and discipline. Although Glory played the better 


_ football, the Strikers were by far the more composed and 


committed of the two sides. Farina played three central 

defenders and a sweeper, packed the final third of the field and 
his lads capitalised on the chances that came their way. Glory, 
as they have countless times this season, didn't have an answer. 


In a desperately lack-lustre first half the Strikers took the 
honours courtesy of a freakish goal by Meredith. His specula- 
tive volley almost took Franken in the face but still somehow 
eluded the Glory keeper. Other good chances that fell to the 
Strikers included a missed free header from Bell, and a direct 


run and shot from Meredith that beat everyone but failed to find 


the net. Glory opened up the Strikers defence only twice, and 
both opportunities were spumed. 


The second half was equally lethargic. The Strikers increased 
their lead at a comer when Laybutt was left totally free to drive 
the ball past Franken, Glory came back into the match and 
created several chances, but a mixture of good keeping by 
Bolton and woeful finishing kept the home team scoreless. 

The match tumed when Gwynne received his marching orders. 
His second bookable offence was identical to his first, hauling 
down an opponent on the edge of the box. The crowd, who had 
suffered in sweaty silence, came to life with a loud chant of 
“cheesio cheerio". 

Only a few minutes later the match seemed to spin away from 
the Strikess, Miller managed to slip behind Blackford and onto 
a dangesous ball. The Brisbane wing-back's desperate 
challenge only made contact with Miller and the referee had no 
hesitation in awarding the penalty. Tapai converted easily and 
scored his first goal for Glory. A few Brisbane heads were seen 
to drop. Could they hold out? 


Easily. Despite being a man to the good Glory were unable to 
lift and rescue the match. In the dying minutes Despotovski 
managed to head wide of an empty goal and what little spirit 

_ Glory had shown evaporated. In injury time the Strikers made 
the game safe when a deflection bounced conveniently into the 
path of Troy Cranney. Without a deferider in sight he rounded 
Franken and tucked it away. Most of the home supporters, 
already disgusted, left immediately after Cranney's strike. 


The newly formed Ipswich Knights will play a 7 
pre-season trial game against the Brisbane 
Strikers on Saturday, February 7th, 1998. The 
game will officially launch the Knights season, 
and indeed, their existence. Formed when 
Coalstars and Saint Helens merged last year 
the club has been working hard with the — 
Ipswich City Council, and local businesses to 
build up a support and sponsorship base in th 
area. 

Although finances must be tight for such a 
new organisation, they have managed to lure 
a number of players to strengthen their 
existing ranks. Nick Seeley has arrived from 
Rochedale, and Darren Spence and John 
Ciarke have been signed from inala City. 
Coach Mike Mulvey is excited by the prospect 
of a combined Ipswich club competing at the 
top level, and although Coalstarsfinished with 
the wooden-spoon in last years eight-team 
competition, Mulvey is confident that the off- 
season training done by the players will pay 
off, and they will be able to give the likes of 
Brisbane City and Taringa a game this year. 


The proceedings will start at 5pm with an old- 
boys game between Saint Helens and 
Coalstars. This will be followed by a pipe 
band, and the official launch of the club. A 
number of distinguished guests have been 
invited, and there will be raffles, give-aways 
and amusements for the kids. Fireworks have 
been planned for the kick-off, and the game 
commences at 7pm. 

There will be plenty of car-parking space 


available, and a full bar and canteen facility, s¢ 


come and support soccer in Ipswich. 
Gate prices: Family $6, Adult $5, Pensioners 


Ipswich Knights 
Vv 
Brisbane Strikers 
Saturday, 7th February at 7pm 
Eric Evans Reserve, 
Brisbane Road, Bundambs 
The fun starts at Spm... 


$2, Children free, Members $3 (Single/family), 
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Every month during the Strikers season we aim to give a quick resume of the visitors to 

Suncorp for the coming month. This month we look at the Sydney United (31st January) 


and the Ipswich Knights (7th February), whom they play at The Eric Evans Reserve at 


A 


 Bundambs on Brisbane Road, 


Sydney United the break to give United the confidence to take the three 
Player to look out for... points in the second half. 

Abbas Saad, Robbie Hooker, Jason Burns, Velimir Unfortunately, I can't see a 2-0 scoreline like the last time 
Kupresak, Richard Plesa. these two met at Suncorp, last May. 


; Ipswich Knights 
Having lost most of their Grand Final team, including 


the coach, Branco Culina, United have rebuilt, and 
brought some quality players to the club. Player/Coach 
David Mitchel will probably not play due to an injury, 
But United have plenty of strngth in depth. Already this 
Season they have had a number of injuriesand suspen- 
Sionis yet have still managed to stay top of the Ericsson 
Cup ladder, playing attractive football whenever they 
linve taken the park. Striker Abbas Saad is in the top 
_ goalscorers charts this season, and has scored some 
memorable goals. Laybutt or Zorro will have their hands 
full against him if he plays. 
The Strikers lost 2-1 in the away tie earlier this season, 
fh Round 4. Sean Cranney sprung the offside trap to 
Bive us the one goal lead, but if you remember, Bolton 
‘Tet the ball stip through his hands only a minute before 


The Ipswich Knights are a new club, and have been 
formed from the merger of Coalstars and Saint Helens. 
Coached by Briz 31's “Inside Soccer " show TV presenter 
Mike Mulvey, they are looking to give a good account of 
themselves this winter in the local XXXX Premier 
League, and this game will hopefutly allow both teams to 
experiment a little. 
The Strikers will be grateful of the mid-season break (due 
to the Optus World Soccer Series), and the Knights 
willbenefit enormously from playing against tough 
opposition. 
It should be an open, entertaining game, since there is 
nothing at stake. The fixture will be the first official one 
for the Knights. 
(See facing page for more information) 
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these circumstances. 
There is a lot of emotion involved in soccer and referees 


rae 
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Footballer 


(‘in November last year referee Mark Shield was the focus of a number of commenis made by Strikers 
Player/Coach Frank Farina and Chairman Ian Brusasco after he sent our Frank off. The Farr Post 
caught up with Mark to ask him about the incident, but as you will find out from the interview he had 
alot less to say about it than Frank did. We must warn readers that the following interview has been 
severely editted, and all the juicy bits have been left out, as we can't afford a court case! 


During the recent Brisbane Strikers match against! How do you feel about refereeing Strikers games in th 


Carlton you dismissed Frank Farina for a second 
bookable offence. Im the press after the game both Frank 
qué Strikers Chairman Ian Brusasco made certain com- 
ments about the incident and the appointment of you to 
Strikers games. Do you have any regrets about giving 
either card 7 
It doesn’t really matter where you're refereeing it’s the same 
" nules for everybody. But, FIFA and Soccer Australia do not 
allow referees to comment on games. 


On the second card, did you realise that you'd already 
hooked Frank, and would have to send him off, or was 
shat irrelevant at the time 7 

It was completely irrelevant. Referees must assess each in- 
cident individually, and act accordingly. If the tackle is 
deemed to be dangerous and warrants a caution, then the 
player is shown the yellow card. If he has already been cau- 
tioned then the player must be sent from the field. 


And what did you make of the comments made by Frank} Do you think that the directive is too restrictive, in n¢ 


and Jan lia the press the mext day 7 

Frank and lan are responsible for their own 
words and actions. As | said before, FIFA 
does not permit a referee to comment on 


games. 


- ” Did it surprise yeu 7 
It is not the first time that referees have had 
. ¢gmments made about them in the press and 
~ T'm sure that it will not be the last. Referee- 
., ing is a tough job, and you'll never please 
" evesybody. So copping a bit of flak is part of 
- the job, really. 


’* And you obviously weren’¢ tco thirsty that 

 pight because you didn’t go into the bar 
for a drink afterwards, 

’ Whether a referee goes for a drink or not af- 

_? ef a game is surely a matter of personal 

‘. choice. On the night in question I didn’t go 

. for a drink but nothing should be read into 

that as I had already arranged to go out to 

dinner, 


1995/96 5 
1996/97 3 
1997/98" 1 


in another life 


Mark Shields' A-league refereeing record 
{up to 11 January 1998) 


cr PO ET LD SHENAE 


1895/86 15 
1996/97 18 
1997/98° 41 


Strikers’ games only (all at Suncorp - 
Mark has never refereed the Strikers away from home): 


Mark has dished out 2 yellows and 1 red to Farina in a total of 8 
appearances. 
*(up to and incl. round 15) 


have to pul their emotions to one side when controlling a 
game: As far as the common-sense issue goes, I think that 
there is a lot of common-sense used in refereeing, and what 
FIFA are trying to do is stamp out foul play and ungentle- 
manly conduct, and make the game more flowing and en- 
joyable for speciators. Nowhere in the FIFA rule book, does 
jt say “Do not use common-sense” - in fact FIFA encourage 
jt more than anything. 


ing. And people would have been asking “How did that 


og 2” and some people will take a long time to get over 
at. : 


People have been asking questions and trying te apartion 
blame ever since that day, have you aay views or corte 
ments 7 

It’s always easy to look in hindsight, and if we’dhave quali- 
fied it would have been the greatest thing to happen to 
Australian soccer, but we didn’t and I don’t think that we 
can blame too many people. I just think that we weren’t 
able to do it on the night, and that’s what it boils down to, 


Do you think that the new rules that they are bringing 
in, such as this is affecting player/coach/officials rela- 
tionships 7 

No, not at all. People don’t hear and see everything that 
goes on on the park, and I don’t think that it has affected 
the rapport with players at all. The rules say that you can 
use your authority in a number of ways. One way is to get 
contro! early, and get the respect of players early on, and 
build up the rapport that way, which in turn helps with gain- 
ing control, and keeping it. 


future then ? 
I have no problem with it. I certainly get a buzz out o 
refereeing at Suncorp, yes. 


Do you watch games like, even though you were a spec- 
tator, and make decisions in your own head as to what 
you would have done In that situation as a referee ? 
People often ask us as referees . . . “Do you actually watch 
the game to appreciate it or do you watch it as a referee 7” 
Every game is a learning experience, and we always put 
ourselves in the situation of the man in the middle. The 
referee at the MCG was rated the best in the world, and I 
was lucky enough to meet the man on that Saturday, He's 
done a World Cup final, and a Euro96 semi-final, and he’s 
“been there, done that”. I'd liken it to a little basketballer 
meeting Michael Jordan. To watch him referee and meet 
him aswell is obviously a big buzz. 


Just moving on to another incident. One where yo 
weren’t the referee, but we'd like to get your comment, 
on if possible... 

Last month, against West Adelaide Red Brown score, 
his 134" NSL goal, breaking John Kosminas recor¢ 
In celebrating he took his shirt off, and incurred h 
first ever yellow card from Brett Hugo. Can you ¢ 
plain the FIFA directive on that issue ? 

The rule that was broken was that of “Over-celebrating| 
goal”, which is deemed to be “unsporting behaviour”. FIF; 
has instructed that that sort of behaviour is stamped ou 
In overseas games, you'll see players run off into the standi 
and over-celebrate a goal by taking their shirt off etc. th 
is what they’re trying to eliminate from the game. 


Just moving on to the World Cup, aid the disaster down 
fo Melbourne in November. We've all seen the first Ira- 
nian goal a million times on TV, and it seems like there 
might be a hint of offside. Would you like to make a 
comment on that? 

| was at the MCG, and was sitting behind the linesman 
when the goal was scored, and my initial reaction was that 
it was indeed offside, along with the 40,000 spectators who 
Were sitting in our section. I can only think that the lines- 
man thought that the ball came off an Australian defender 
before running into the Iranians path. But I don’t think that 
you can say that it cost Australia a place at the World Cu 


allowing officials to use a bit of comon-sense, unde finals this year. 


Ia general then do you watch the overseas games, and 
learn from the referees from overseas ? 

Yes, you've got to. In fact you must do it at every game, | 
whether it is local division six or Premier League, or over- 
seas UEFA Cup final. Everybody has a different way of 
refereeing, and what you must do is pick out the best bits, 


_ How much do you think that it is a “disaster” ? 
and try it in your own game. 


‘Well, if you were at the stadium after the game, you would 
Nave seen the supporters standing around with their heads 
‘intheir hands, and people were absolutely devastated. Ihave 
never experienced anything like that in my whole life. We 
‘Were walking out of the ground, and there was an eerie si- 
Hence hovering over the place. No-one was talking they were 
just walking to their cars, and buses to go home. 
‘Tt Went from Australia being 2-0 up, and on their way to 
Praice with fifteen minutes to go, to having it all thrown 
within a few minutes. It rates as one of the biggest 
ustralian sporting disasters of our time. In fact 1 saw in 
me paper recently that that game was voted as the most- 


Can you ever watch a game without refereeing ? 
No, it’s a sickness, I think. 


Last year you officiated in the New Zealand v Norway 
match in the Optus World Series here ia Brisbane. At 
the time you were only 23 years and 4 months, when ¢o 
be eligible for a full international you must be 25. Can 
you explain bow that was possible 7 

There has been a great opportunity over the last few years 
for younger referees to referee at the top level. There is more 


3 (Grajkovski, Petratos, Tho 
2 (Cerrachio, Battistin) 
2 (Farina, Wilkinson) 


Strikers goals: for:against 


5 0 O 21:2 ‘watched TY event for November, and if that is the case, emphasis these days on the physical aspect of refereeing. 
402 9:9 iten how many people would it have affected ? There were Games are getting faster, and officials must not just be able 
00 1 0:1 People Watching that who have probably never watched a | ‘© keep up with the game, but be in the best possible posl- 


ame of football in their whole lives, and they heard all the 
ype about how we were going to win, only to end up los- 
Continued on page 10 — 


oe 


tion to make decisions if they need to be made. When the Optus 
World soccer series came around, | was lucky enough to receive 
a letter from Gary Power, National Referees Director, saying 
that I had been appointed to the game. The games were classed 
as B-grade internationals, so the referees were not required to 
be on the FIFA list. The game itself was an incredible experi- 
ence. 


Are you always being monitored by Soccer Australia 
whenever you take to the park - or do you get days off? 
No days off, I’m afraid. We get inspected every game by an 
NSL inspector. We also get a video of every game so that we can 
do a self-assessment, which is submitted to Soccer Australia 
every week. So we get monitored every week - every game, and 
that’s to make sure that we are performing at the best level that 
we possibly can. We are officiating in the top soccer competi- 
tion in the country, and we must be up to our best standard. 


And you obviously attended the Grand Final up here at 
Suacorp, would you like to make it all the way, and do a 
Grand Final one day ? 

I was actually the reserve referee on the day, and the atmosphere 
was unbelievable when we first walked out onto the pitch, I 
would have done anything to change places with Simon Micaleff 
that day, To have over 40,000 people watching a club game in 
Australia was absolutely sensational. Obviously it is something 
that I dream about, and if! work hard and prove myself over the 
regular season, then one day it might just happen. 


Ifyou were the number one referee, and the Strikers did get 
to the Grand Final again, would Soccer Australia give you 
the game? 

If you’re number one, then it wouldn’t matter who the two teams 
competing the final would be. Take the example of Simon 
Micallef last year. He finished number one referee in Australia 
last year and he was appointed to do the final even though Syd- 
ney United were playing and he was from Sydney. So it does 
not make any difference. 


You mentioned a trip to New Zealand, and the Optus World 
Series game, what other highlights have stood out ia your 
short refereeing career ? 
Last year went to the Under 17 World Youth Cup Qualifiers in 
Christchurch which was a fantastic experience. I also refereed 
the 2nd leg of the South Melbourne v Melboume Knights Semi- 
Final at Bob Jane Stadium last year too. 
I just actually got back from Perth this afternoon, where I did 
the Perth Glory v Carlton game at Perth Oval. Refereeing in 
{ front of 15,000 parochial, yelling, Glory fans has got to be a 
highlight, although | think that most of the time they were yell- 
ing at me. The atmosphere was electric. 


— ~~» 
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Another highlight includes refereeing two consecy) 


XXXX league Grand Finals. So I have been extreny 
happy, J guess with the type of games that | have bh 
appointed to. 


So when will you be eligible to get your full Ff 
badge and what does it entail ? 

The criteria is that you are at least 25, and you’ve 
three years on the national league. I've done two anj 
half years already, and | turn 25 in September this 
There are five FIFA referees in Australia now, and 
country is allowed seven. To qualify for a FIFA bag 
you must consistently prove that you are one of the | 
referees in the country to be given the nod. 


What else is in the future ? 
I would obviously like to referee the NSL Grand Fir 
However my main aim is to get my FIFA badge. A 


) 


that then there is the Olympics and World Cups to @ 


for. 


In the same way that Australia are handicapped 
being part of Oceania, and not getting the qua 


opposition, do you think that Australian referees | 


being held back in the same way ? 
I think that you should look at what Australian refe 


have achieved over the last few years. At USA94 well 


Gordon Dunster and Eugene Brazzale officiate as li) 
man, and by all accounts were the two best at the to 


ment. Also, Eddie Lennie from Perth went to refe 


Kuwait v China in the World Cup qualifier last year 
fact all officials for that game came from Oceania. E¢ 
also went to the Olympics in Atlanta and Richard Lor 
from Sydney went to Italia90. So we have been rep 
sented at major competitions, which is no mean feat 


days with over 150 countries playing the game. 


For the very best prices 
on computing gear, point 
your browser at 
www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 


32642660 @ @ * 


bunyip _ 


Systems & Software 
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The Optus World Soccer Series | Past is 
After this weekends game against Sydney United fo otballi n g 

the Strikers have a mid-season break for the Optus ae 

World Soccer Series. This year we see the retum cence 

of South Korea, and Japan and Chile will make up legends 


the four team competition. All three visiting 
countries will be preparing for the World Cup finals, 
and after the performance that the Aussies gave in 
Saudi Arabia for the Confederation Cup we must 
endure more anguish as the Socceroos come up 
against some of the worlds best teams, knowing 
that we will not have the chance to play them in 
France later this year. 

Unfortunately there will be no game for 
Queenslanders this year, Adelaide being chosen to 
stage the third game, after Melbourne and Sydney. 


Greg Stock from Sydney writes articles for 
Studs Up, and has recently interviewed Len 
Quested. Len is originally from England, 
but now resides in Maroochydore. He 
played for Fulham and Huddersfield Town 
after the war before emigrating to Australia 
in 1957, where he played until 1964 for 
Auburn, Hakoah and Awaba (NNSW) before 
retiring. A spritely chap he played for 
England B and the English FA side on a 
tour of South Africa, played for the 
Socceroos in 1959 against Heart of Midlo- 
thian and his son Gary also played a couple 
of games in 1970 for the Socceroos, 
The interview should be printed in the next 
copy of Studs Up, number 29. 


Saturday, 7th February, 1998 
Olympic Park, MELBOURNE 
Japan v South Korea (6pm) 
Australia v Chile (8pm) 


Greg is also keen to contact any other 
former Queensland footballing legends for 
possible interviews. These include Gordon 
‘Bunny’ Nunn, Spencer or Col Kitching, 
Brian Topfer, Al Warren and Cliff Sander. If 
anyone has any contact details for these or 
other past legends either send them to The 
Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171 
or contact Greg direct via e-mail 
sunny@spin.net.au 


Wednesday, 11th February, 1998 
Sydney Football Stadium, SYDNEY 
Japan v Chile (5.30pm) 
Australia v South Korea (7.30pm) 


Sunday 15th February 1998 
Hindmarsh Stadium ADELAIDE 
South Korea v Chile (5.30 pm) 
Australia v Japan (7.30pm) 


Soccer Referees Australia (Brishane) presents 


The Waterford Crystal Charity Day 1998 
at Perry Park, Saturday 21st Felirwary. 
Spm Curtain Raiser 
Geld Coast City 
Vv 
Metimt Gravatt 


7pm The Waterford Crystal Charity Trephy 
Brishane City 
v 


Wynnum District Welves 
Admission $5 Audults 
$1 Children 
All proceeds te the Moter Neurone Disease Association ef Queensiand 
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Quotations 


Compiled by Ewen Anderson 
® Pelé had nearly everything. Maradona has everything. He works harder, does more 


and is more skilful. Trouble is that he'll be remembered for another reason. He 
bends the rules to suit himself. (Sir Alf Ramsey [1986]) 

@ In €ngland, soccer is a grey game played by grey people on grey days. (Rodney 
Marsh, on US television [1979]) 

@ Where did you escape from? (Prince Charles on being introduced to Ken Baily “| 


self appointed John Bull mascot of English Football (and other sporting teams) 

@ Good night - and don’t forget tonight to put you cocks back. (Jimmy Hill, signing off 
on ‘Match of the Day’ on the evening before British Summer Time ended) } 

¢ Playing Stanley Matthews is like playing a ghost. (Johnny Carey) 

¢ Don't ask me how | do it. It always comes out of me under pressure. (Stanley 
Matthews trying to explain where his magical skill came from) 

@ The last player to score a hat trick in a cup final was Stan Mortensen. He even ha 
a final named after him - the Matthews Final. (Lawrie McMenemy) 

@ The ‘53 Cup Final was my most unforgettable match, but | did not win the game on 
my own. That’s a myth. It was a great team effort. (Stanley Matthews) 

@ Ihave played football since | was a toddler. Left Wing, as you would expect. | was 
very fast. (Robert Maxwell (referring to his political leanings) [1985]) 

@ Until now they had to ask their victims: ‘Are you one of us or one of them?’ Now | 
they'll just ask to see your ID card. (Denis Howell, British shadow minister for spo 
on football hooligans [1988]) 

@ Once he got going he was unstoppable. Whenever I think of Jackie | think of a 
greyhound going out of a trap. (Len Shackleton on Jackie Milbum) 

@ The roar of the crowd told me he was exceptional. | could sense his pace, the 


dramatic presence. | didn’t need eyes. (Gerry Brereton, blind entertainer, on Jackie 


Milburn [1988]) 
@ We're regarded as a small club, but we're not. We're really a big club that has 
fallen into almost terminal decline. (Reg Burr, Millwall chairman [1988}) 
¢ Bobby was great at that. Someone would come and kick a lump out of him, and 
he'd play as though he hadn't noticed. But ten minutes later .... whoofl .... he had a7 
great ‘golden boy’ image, Mooro. But he was hard. (Geoff Hurst on the late Bobby 
Moore) 
© | got the ball in the middle of the field and a voice out of the centre stand shouted — 
out, ‘Give it to Taylor’. So | gave it to Taylor. Five minutes afterwards, | got the ball 
again in the middle of the field and the same voice shouted, ‘Give it to Matthews’. 
So | gave it to Matthews. A couple of minutes later, | got the ball again, but this tim! 
there were three Arsenal players around me so | looked up at the stand and the 
. voice came back, ‘Use your own discretion’. (Stan Mortensen, Blackpool Football, 
[Robin Daniels, 1272]) 
more next month 
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WRanteal!! as UT Ana anrt TT 
"Neutral" or "Local" - part II 
by Ace Reporter, Reuban MeDuck 


Coach, Luigi Lombardo was livid ! Captain, Jimmy Cook was furious, and the Grubby Stubbies simply 
gave the referee lots and lots of verbal as he left the field. So what had the Russian born referee done to 
upset so many people, and incur the wrath of the most loyal football fans in the country ? 
Well, igor Sendemov had only dismissed South Farr Wanderers star centre-forward, Al “The” Shera for 
a second bookable offence hadn’t he ? And even though it was only their annual trial game against the 
Northern Territory champions Waddapong, there was plenty of pride at stake, and the Wanderers had 
gone down 3-1, Sendemov needed a police escort as he left the pitch, and two of the Grubby Stubbies 
had to be restrained as they attempted to break the police escort. 
“Fyom now on, we want neutral referees when we play at home,” Wanderers President, Walter 
“Winger” Wombat said at the post-match press conference. “I know that Igor is a season-ticket holder 
here, and is a member of our “1947 Club, (he was born the day the Wanderers were formed) but 
sometimes he just goes dead against us. 
“Last season for example against Saint George Saint George he sent off three of our players for minor 
offences, and we lost 4-1.” 
But when he was reminded that three from the visiting St.George side were also sent off after a mass 
braw! involving all 22 players, he fell strangely silent. Someone then mentioned last seasons 5-0 
whitewash of arch-rivals North Farr, when Sendemov awarded two penalties to the Wanderers, and 
dismissed two of the North Farr players, for not tying their socks up properly. 
“They deserved those red cards, even if they were before the toss-up. The rules clearly state that socks 
must be tied up, and shin pads should not be visible.” 
In the end the Wanderers easily beat the nine-man North Farr, but Wombat was still adamant that the 
local official is biased against them. 
“Listen .. . he knows that he had a shocker because he didn’t come into the members bar after the 
game,” Wombat continued, “and Igor likes a drink alright.” But then again, doesn’t everybody in the 
Shire of Farr ? 
When we were granted an audience with Comrade Sendemov, he was upset by the allegations that he 
was not “neutral”, and had this to say, 
"It’s a tough job being a referee these days, you know. I don’t have any friends because everybody 
takes the decisions that I make so personally. I don’t consciously go out of my way to send Wanderers 
players off, but they’re such an arrogant bunch sometimes - especially at home ! 
“Anyway, I didn’t want to be a referee, you know . . . I wanted to be a Canecutter, working from farm 
to farm, with my best girl by my side... I’d sing !” And with that he burst into The Canecutters Song 
ripping his shirt off in the process... 
We left the sad, sorry I. Sendemov, ex-Queensalnd referee in full voice, and went for a pint at the South 
Farr Hotel where Al “The” Shera was earning himself free pots of XXXX by telling his side of the 
Story at the bar... 
*... And as he passed the ball, I slid into him from the back, taking both his legs as I went. And as he 
laid there squealing and clutching his ankle, I just looked up at the ref, and said ‘I was going for the 


ball, mate. . . honest 1°”, | Attenti et 
enon 222 


Studs Up - All you INTERNET junkies !1! 

ou i 
The Australian Fans' Perspective gid de OZS0CCER a shy 
Contact Kev Christopher at hitp://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 


PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, Vic 3167 


and the Strikers website at 
or studsup@ozemail.com.au 


__http://www.brishane strikers.com 
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How do you support your team ? 


Atthe recent Strikers v Wollongong match at Suncorp 
1 had chance to speak to a season ticket holder who 
attends the home games with his 
wife and two young sons, After 
discussing the 2-1 victory he 
turned, and gestured towards the 
back of the stand where the Strike 
Squad were packing up their 
banners and hors. 
“This lot are out of order,” he said. 
“Did you hear some of the stuff | 
they were coming out with ?” | 
I was surprised and enquired 
further, fearing that the inevitable 1 
bad language charges would be laid. But no, there 
had been no swearing, and as I had suspected, the 
Strike Squad had not offended anybody verbally. So 
what, specifically, was the complaint ? 
“Did you hear them booing their number 12 (George 
Souris - he who elbowed Meredith) every time he got 
the ball? And when those two guys were down injured 
they began singing ‘You're going home in a Brisbane 
ambulance’ and ‘What a load of cripples’. Don’t 
you think that that is out of order ?” 
Iwas momeatarily taken aback. Coming from England 
where this behaviour and these kinds of comments 
are quite tame I tried to stand up for Stewie and the 
lads. 
“Well, no. You get much worse than that in Europe 
and South America. I expect it, to be quite honest, 
and think that it’s not that serious having heard what 
Ihave at English grounds.” 
This obviously surprised them, and the response which 
came back from his wife was, 
“Well, this is not England, this is Australia.” 
In the end we agreed to disagree, but it has raised a 
couple of important issues in my mind. 
Firstly, those comments, and others that I have heard 
since TFP started are that English style support is not 
wanted at Queensland football grounds. (I was once 
_ at Taringa when the lads there found themselves in 
’ trouble with the commitee for singing a particular 
' song, and have since heard that certain people there 
‘ don’t want the English style of singing at their club.) 
So, why not ? 


Secondly, is it restricted to the poms ? The Strikers 
are supported across all ethnic groups here in 
_ Brisbane, so how would they react 
if a group of Greeks or Italians 
started singing and chanting as 
they do back in the mediterannean 
countries. I presume that that too, 
would be “out of order”. 

So, if this kind of behaviour is not 
acceptable then we should define 
an acceptable “Australian” kind of 
way of supporting your team. In 
my experience of Suncorp this 
involves sitting there completely 
silent and oblivious to your surroundings watching 
the kids run around the main stand and feeding them 
endless supplies of pies and chips, in between going 


to the bar, and talking about everything under the sun | 


» except football. 
What the Strike Squad are trying to do is create an 
atmosphere which attracts people to games. I have 


spoken to a lot of people who attended either the © 


Grand Final at Suncorp or the World Cup Qualifier 
at the MCG, and they have all said how the 


atmosphere made the occasion. It lifts the players, — 


and creates a more exciting spectacle for all involved. 
Many of those people have also commented on how 
they had never been to a football game before, but 
that they would go more often if that kind of 
atmosphere was guaranteed. Since the Strike Squad 


have moved to the back of the stand, they can be heard — 


by the rest of the fans, and many people have 
commented on how it generates a bit more excitement 
to the proceedings. Thor comes up into the stand more 
often, and tries to get the fans involved, instead of 
standing at pitch level as he always used to. 
Personally I think that it’s a great move, and is much 
more stimulating that those long periods of silence 
which occur when the ball goes over the far side of 
the pitch, and you can hear the players whispering 
“Don’t pass it to Andy !” 

As for the lyrics to their tunes . . . should we, perhaps 
ask them to sing “Chis Zoricich is sorry he kicked 
you” or “You've got sore legs”. 


(TM) 


a 


The Farr Post 


——<\— 


1998 BUFFALO 


SLL 


VER. 


On January 30th the Buffalo Silver Boot Pre-season competition will kick off at Brisbane 
Lions. This year it will be staged entirely at Lions' home at Richlands, and involve twelve 
teams. There will be three groups of four teams, with the winner from each group, and the 
best runner-up progressing to the semi-finals stages. As well as eight Premier Teague clubs 
(Ipswich and Bundaberg are not included in the draw), there are four first division teams 
The competition will conclude on February 14th when the club will officially open its new 


$1.3 million dollar clubhouse. 


Full Draw - , 
Group A - Brisbane City, Beenleigh, Albany 
Creek, Mount Gravatt. 

Group B - Rochedale Rovers, Taringa Rovers, 
Eastern Suburbs, Gold Coast City. 

Group C - Brisbane Lions, Wynnum District, 
North Star, Toowoomba United. 


ROUND ONE 


FRIDAY JANUARY 30TH 
6:30pm ALBANY CREEK -V- MT.GRAVATT 
8:30pm BRISBANE CITV -V- BEENLEIGH 


SATURDAY JANUARY 31ST 
3:00pm TOOWOOMBA -V- NORTH STAR 
5:00pm TARINGA -V- EASTS 
7:00pm BRISBANE LIONS -V- WYNNUM 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1ST 

3:00pm MT.GRAVATT -V- BEENLEIGH 
5:00pm BRISBANE CITY -V- ALBANY 
CREEK 


7:00pm ROCHEDALE -V- GOLD COAST 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4TH 
6:30pm ROCHEDALE -V- EASTS 
8:30pm TARINGA -V- GOLD COAST 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6TH 
6:30pm BRISBANE LIONS -V- NORTH STAR 
8:30pm WYNNUM -V- TOOWOOMBA 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 7TH 

3:00pm ALBANY CREEK -V- BEENLEIGH 
5:00pm GOLD COAST -V- EASTS 

7:00pm ROCHEDALE -V- TARINGA 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8TH 

3:00pm WYNNUM -V- NORTH STAR 

5:00pm BRISBANE LIONS -V- TOOWOOMBA 
7:00pm BRISBANE CITY -V- MT.GRAVATT 


SEMI-FINALS 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 11TH 

Semi No.l 6:30pm 

WINNER GROUP A -V- WINNER GROUP B 
Semi No.2 8:30pm 

WINNER GROUP C -V- BEST RUNNER UP 


FINAL 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14TH 
6:00pm 
WINNER SEMI NO.1 -V- WINNER SEMI NO.2 


7:45pm _ Presentation and Official opening of new 
clubhouse . 


Write to The Farr Post... 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba Qld 4171 
or Fax (07) 3899 0497 
or E-mail aim@world.net 


ROCHEDALE ROVERS RADIO 


FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


Join Geran Cooper every Saturday moming on 
FM One-O-One for all the latest on the local 
and intemational soccer scene. 
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The Rod Brown cident 


Rod Brown and Brett Hugo both did what they are 
paid to do when Brisbane Strikers met Adelaide 
Sharks at Suncorp Stadium last December. While 
both received a roughly equal share of publicity 
following the event, Hugo was a distant second in 
the popularity stakes. 

As we all know, Brown broke the NSL all-time 
scoring record and then was cautioned by Hugo. 
His first caution in the NSL, as it happened, but 
while leaving a minor blemish on Brown's otherwise 
exemplary disciplinary record, it attracted a barrage 
of criticism from all directions for referee Hugo. 
Criticism has centred on Hugo refereeing to the 
letter of the law, and not making any allowances or 
showing any discretion/compassion/common sense 
according to the special circumstances of the 
incident. These criticisms are unfounded, however, 
as the simple truth of the matter is that Hugo had 
absolutely no choice. Brown was cautioned for over 
celebrating a goal, mainly because he removed his 
shirt. Not a particularly serious infringement, 
admittedly, but players are (or should be) well 
aware of the consequences of such an action. 
Brown certainly appeared to be, and was prepared 
to accept the inevitable outcome. The smile never 
left his face when the yellow card appeared, and he 
seemed to acknowledge to the referee that he 
understood he was only doing what he had to do. 
Others, however, have been less understanding- 
even our very own esteemed editor at TFP getting 
in on the act with a sly little dig at the referee in his 
match report in Issue 16. But by then he was only 
following in some well known, and not unexpected, 
footsteps. Rob Black, in his match report in the 


; following moming's Sunday Mail; "Referee Brett 


Hugo then copped a blast from the crowd for 
booking their hero - referees are instructed to curb 
such displays from players - but this was a petty 
showing from the Sydney-based official". Frank 
Farina was quoted in the same report as saying “it 
was a very soft card, | said to the ref to show a bit 
of compassion”. Similar remarks were attributed to 
him in the Australian and British Soccer Weekly of 
December 23", while their Queensland correspond- 
ent Glenn Davis said’ Yet his moment of glory was 
spoiled by a ‘rule-to-the-book’ referee, Brett Hugo, 
who stunned the crowd when he booked Brown 
during his celebrations...°.Staff reporter John 
Economos asked “But surely, was it absolutely 


by Paul Harley 


necessary for the man in black, Brett Hugo (who 
was actually wearing a natty litte maroon number) 
to spoil such a joyous occasion with a yellow card 
to Rod for celebrating this magnificent and 
marvellous occasion?” ; 
Well, yes, John, it was. Just as there are conse- 
quences for players who commit what might seem 
a minor or trivial transgression, so there are for 
referees who fail to administer the appropriate 
sanction. Although only a few years ago a referee 
could exercise some discretion, common sense, 
*compassion” as Farina said, call it what you will, 
nowadays that option is not so readily available. 
Even although many referees will tell you (off the 
record) that they regret this, it is a fact of life. 

Over the last five years or so, FIFA have issued an 
ever increasing flow of mandatory instructions to 
referees that if players are guilty of certain 
offences, then they SHALL bs cautioned. No ifs, 
buts or maybes; not at the discretion of the referee. 
Just as clearly they have stated the consequences 
for referees who fail to follow these instructions. To 
put it bluntly, they can expect to find that their 


The First Yellow 
by Paul Harley 


History was made on Saturday 20° December at Sop 
iware of this, The first 
alty spot , his 134" 


it was made twice but most of those present will b 
occasion was obvious-Rod Brown scored from the 
goal im the NSL, to overhaul Joh» Kosmina as the 
history of the competition. A few seconds later, he 
Brett Hugo removing his shirt to reveal a T-shirt | 
134 while celebrating his achievement. History in 

time in his long and illustrious NSL career that he 
Which says almost as muck about the man as his 

To play for more than seventeen seasons in the N§ 
300 appearances along the way, is a rare achieven) 
without ever being cautioned makes it even more 

playing as an out-and-out striker, Brown is less lik 
the referee than a full back or centre half, whose 

a yellow. card om numerous occasions im every gam 
Brown’s record should not be seen as any less pra 


services are no longer required. 

And its no idle threat. Referees have been sent home 
from the last two World Cup Finals’ for failing to 
follow FIFA's directions. Hungarian Sandor Puhl, who 
handled THAT game at the MCG, was recently 
suspended from further games in the three European 
club competitions for “failing to take the appropriate 
sanction” against Pau! Bosvelt of Feyenoord following 
the well publicised incident which left Dennis Inwin of 
Manchester United out of the game for six weeks with 
damaged ankle ligaments. (I suspect he won't 
receive much sympathy from Australian fans, 
convinced that he should have awarded a penalty 
when Mark Viduka was dragged to the ground by an 
tranian defender). Closer to home, a well known local 
referee repeatedly missed out on games in the NSL 
for continuing to referee games in the manner he 
thought appropriate, rather than how FIFA and SA 
thought he shoutd. Eventually he was removed from 
the NSL ranks and he has now given up refereeing 
completely. 

Let's look at this from a slightly different angle; you're 


| at work (if you're lucky enough to have a job) and 


your boss asks you to do something. You don't 


particularly agree with his request. You might not 
really want to carry it out. You might moan and 
whinge and grumble about it for a while. But you want 
to keep your job. So in the end you do as he asks. if 
you don't, there are sanctions in place, penalties of 
some sort, a disciplinary procedure which, if it runs Its 
full course, will see you get the sack. It's the same for 
Teferees. 

Getting back to the case in point, then, and Brett 
Hugo obviously had little choice in the matter. If he 
wanted to further his refereeing career, continue to 
officiate at the highest possible level, as he obviously 
did, he had to caution Brown. Failure to do so would 
have seen him lose marks in his Inspection. At the 
end of the season, that could mean the difference 
between refereeing the Grand Final and being fourth 
official-or maybe even missing out on any involve- 
ment on the Finals series altogether. So | ask you, 
Messrs. Farina, Black, Davis, Economos and Moran, 
in his position-and be honest now-what would you 
have done? 


(Hmmm . . . { suspect that this could be Pauls final 
contribution to this fanzine. Write what I want you to 
write, or find @ job elsewhere, Mr Harley | - Ed) 


roses for a striker either. Now more than ever, as the pace of the modern game 
increases, they find themselves om the wrong end of clumsy, mistimed and, it 
has to be said, occasionally vindictive challenges from defenders under 


» Stadium. Actually 


me top scorer in the 
utioned by referee 
bg the magic figure 
) a8 this was the first 
iffered such a fate. 
bring exploits. 
itching up well over 
b itself. To do so 
table, Admittedly, 
incur the wrath of 
Hands that they risk 
play. Nevertheless 
thy. Life is no bed of Farina. 


isn’t looking. 


increasing pressure to keep them at bay. Such provocation, deliberate or 
otherwise, would try the patience of a saint. And there aren’t too many of 
those playing at centre-forward in the NSL! Too often, the immediate reaction 
of the victim is to turn on the perpetrator, im some ridiculous pretence of 
maintaining his imagined “macho image”, threatening retribution. Alterna- 
tively to rum whingeing towards the referee, imploring a free kick/penalty/ 
yellow card for the offender/more protection. And if none of that works, they 
can always go looking for revenge later in the game, preferably when the ref 


Not so with Brown. Unlike so many of his fellow strikers (and Strikers), he 
just picks himself up, walks away and gets on with the game. On some 
occasions I’ve also seen him help his opponent to his feet, exchanging a pat ou 
the head and/or a smile at the same time. Proof that this great game of ours 
can still be played with a bit of sportsmanship and dignity, , 

An excellent example, and one that all the junior Strikers supporters and 
aspiring future superstars would do well to learn from. Not to mention Frank 
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Saturday 21% February will see a feast 
of soccer on view at Perry Park when the ji 
Waterford Crystal Charity Day takes place. [i 
This is an initiative of the local referees body, [IE 
Soccer Referees Australia (Brisbane), and is [ir 
planned to become an annual event. It has 
actually been held once already, in 1995, but 
has not taken place since due to scheduling 
difficulties, However, given a favourable re- 
sponse to this year’s event, the referees would 
like to see it become an established feature 
on the local soccer calendar. 
Fans attending the Charity Day will have the 
chance to watch four of the 1998 season’s 
XXXX League teams in action. The curtain raiser, kick- 
ing off at 5.00 p.m., will feature Gold Coast against Mt. 
Gravatt. These are the two most recent additions to the 
XXXX League, having been elected to the expanded com- 
petition in October by the QSF Board of Directors. This 
will be their last chance to measure their progress against 
fellow Premier League opposition before the season gets 
underway, while no doubt both coaches will take the op- 
portunity to assess another two future opponents in the 
later game. 
The main event gets under way at 7.00p.m. At stake will 
be the Waterford Crystal Charity Trophy, a beautiful piece 
of crystal valued at $5,000. Contesting the trophy will be 
Brisbane City, 1997 Premiers and Champions, and 
Wynnum, 1997 Queensland Cup winners. To add some 
extra spice to the occasion, Brisbane City are the current 
holders of the trophy, having won the inaugural event 2- 
1 over then 2™ Division Champions Nerang with a goal 
in sudden death extra time. A highly competitive encoun- 
ter can be expected, then; Brisbane City looking to de- 
fend their prize, and Wynnum hoping for a more positive 
start than last season to set them up for the long cam- 
paign ahead. And with two Scottish coaches in charge, 
don’t expect either defence to give too much away for 
nothing! 
Should this game finish in a draw, sudden death extra 
time will again apply. If still level after two ten minute 
halves, a shoot-out will take place, but one with a differ- 
ence. Instead of the normal penalty kicks, one player from 
each team in tum will go “one-on-one” with the oppos- 
ing goalkeeper, Starting at the centre spot, they will have 
ten seconds to score, with the keeper allowed the normal 
(legal) means of preventing a goal. This method was used 
in the pre-season competition some years ago, with a few 
players severely embarrassed by their efforts. 


2 Waterford Crystal Charity Day 


hero 


‘| While the teams battle it out for the tro- 

#| phy, supporters will also have a chance to 

win a valuable prize of their own. A raffle 

5 will be conducted for which the major prize 

| has been very kindly donated by the Wa- 

4 termark Gold Coast Hotel. With three 

nights’ accommodation fortwo, plus $100 

spending money thrown in for good meas- 

ure, the complete prize package is valued 

at $400. If your name is drawn, you can 

look forward to being well and truly pam- 

pered as the recently opened Watermark 

offers the very best in comfort, service and 

facilities, International standard accommo- 

dation; attentive staff; pool, gym, beauty clinic and mas- 

sage; gift and souvenir shops; bar, café-bar and two res- 

taurants; you need never venture beyond the front door 

to fully enjoy your stay. At only $1 per ticket, surely too 
good a chance to miss? Remember-you have to be in it 
to win it-so look out for your friendly local referees (yes, 
there [S such a thing) selling tickets at the gate and around 
the ground. Many thanks to the Watermark Gold Coast 

Hotel for this very generous gesture. 

The beneficiaries of the day will be the Motor Neurone 
Disease Association of Queensland. Motor Neurone Dis- 
ease (MND) is the name given to a group of diseases in 
which the nerve cells (motor neurones) controlling the 
muscles that enable us to move, speak, breathe and swal- 
low (muscles of movement) fail to work normally. With 
no nerves to control or activate them, the muscles gradu- 
ally weaken and waste away. There is currently no known 
cause or cure for this disease, however co-ordinated re- 
search is being carried out across the world and encour- 
aging progress is being made. 

The Motor Neurone Disease Association of Queensland 
was formed in February 1983, and exists to bring MND 
to the attention of both the public and the State Govem- 
ment, thereby raising community awareness, and to pro- 
vide support to all those living with MND, including 
sufferers, carers and their families. They rely totally on 
public support, and all proceeds of the occasion-from 
gate money, raffle, food and drink outlets etc. - will go to 
assist them in their work. Obviously a large attendance 
is hoped for, and all those who do attend can be sure that 
whatever money they part with will go towards helping 
a very worthwhile cause. 

An obvious if poignant choice for the referees to make, 
since one of their own much respected members sadly 
fell victim to this condition in August 1997.Ray 
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That's the Spirit ! 


Sydney football fans are gearing up for the inclue { 


sion of a new N.S.L. team next season. The North- 
ern Spirit will be based at North Sydney Oval, and 
hope to cash in on the success of non-ethnically 
aligned clubs such as Carlton, Perth and the Strik- 
ers. Sydney already has three N.S.L. clubs but all 
have ethnic roots - Marconi Fairfield (Italian), 
U.T.S. Olympic (Greek) and Sydney United 
(Croatian) - and it has been claimed that a city 
such as Sydney should be attracting greater num- 
bers of supporters to N.S.L. games, but the threat 
of ethnic violence scares many people away. 

The initial reaction from Sydneysiders has been 
very good, as the Spirit will be targeting the afflu- 
ent northern suburbs, where current N.S.L. repre- 
sentation is non-existent. Marconi, U.T.S. and 
United are all based to the south and west of the 
city, so the Spirit expect to draw their support from 
arelatively untapped market. 


The inclusion of the Spirit is an indication of the 
wider support for football in this country, as more 
and more private consortiums and big businesses 
are getting involved. The success of the World 
Cup Qualifier (off the pitch, that is) at the M.C.G, 
has shown that our game can succeed here if cor- 
porate sponsorship can get behind it, and help 
Soccer Australia push it along. 

This step is another one towards the formation of 
a Super League type competition, where each club 
will represent one city or area of the country, and 
the support from fans and sponsors can be con- 
centrated in one place rather than across a number 
of clubs fighting for the same support. 

If this occurs, will Brisbane be invited on attend- 
ances of just 3 - 4,000 per game ? Answers on a 
postcard to David Hill c/o Soccer Australia, Syd- 
ney. 


Continued from pagel8 


Littlefield began his involvement as a soccer referee 
in 1981 when he joined the AASRF, the body respon- 
sible for refereeing junior soccer. During his eight 
years as a member, he served on their Management 
Commitiee for a time, before moving on to the senior 
refereeing organisation, the ASRF, in 1989. (The 
AASRE and ASRF recently merged to become Soc- 
cer Referees Australia-Brisbane). After two years as 
a Class 2 referee, he was upgraded to Class | in 1991, 
thus becoming eligible to referee XXXX League 
games. 

However shortly afterwards, the first effects of MND 
Started to impair his fitness, and Ray was forced to 
Tetire from active refereeing after less than three years 
at Class |. Rather than give the game away completely, 
he tumed his hand to inspecting, where his many years 
experience were put to good use advising and assist- 
ing the younger, less experienced referees in their own 
attempts to make the grade. His progress in this ca- 
Pscity saw him inspect referees on the NYL in the 
1996/97 season. 

Ray also had spells as treasurer and appointments of- 
ficer, two of the more time-consuming and thankless 
tasks, which he performed with his customary dedi- 
ation, In 1996,his efforts were recognised when he 
Achieved the highest accolade available to a referee, 


at least in terms of recognition by their colleagues. He was 
nominated and accepted as a life member of the ASRF 
Queensland, a measure of the esteem in which he was held 
by his fellow referees. 
His devotion to the game he loved continued even as the 
effects of his condition worsened. He could still be seen on 
the sidelines inspecting referees on the local competition 
last season up until the last few weeks of his life. Sadly he 
passed away on 5® August 1997. 
Ray once told me, over pizza on the way back from an ex- 
change refereeing visit to the Gold Coast, that he wanted to 
be the best referee in Queensland. His attemts to achieve that 
were thwarted by his illness, but it was typical of him that 
he should aspire to the highest standards possible. In effort, 
enthusiasm and commitment, however, he was second to 
none. His attitude was also exemplary, both on and off the 
field. In all his dealings with players, coaches, club officials 
and his fellow referees, he showed them nothing less than 
the utmost in courtesy and respect. It can honestly be said 
that Ray Littlefield was a true gentleman, a virtue which 
sadly seems to be rapidly diminishing in modem society. 
He is survived by his wife Judith, sons Justin and Luke and 
daughter Maree, to whom the deepest sympathy of all mem- 
bers of Soccer Referees Australia (Brisbane) is extended. 
He will be sadly missed as a husband, as a father, and as a 
referee. 


__ shirts aswell), and the atmosphere is brilliant, with 
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A Football Pilgrimage part II 


It seems like it's 
land watch a few games. Then come back and 
write articles about how good it all is for this 

___ fanzine. Here's another one... 
1 don’t mind the BBC World Service, but at 2am on a 
Sunday morning, and my beloved Liverpool have just lost 

1-0 in the 89° minute at Anfield, I sometimes wonder 
why I put myself through the pain of it all. But when an 
invitation to a wedding in the UK comes through the 
mail, a trip to Anfield is a real possibility. Just imagine, a 
perfect opportunity to fulfil a lifelong ambition to see the 
boys play on a Saturday afternoon before my very eyes. 
So the planning began. This had to be done right, you see, 
because chances like this don’t come around too often. 

A call made to the club doesn’t prove too fruitful, apart 
from a request for me to send a fax giving all my details, 
and saying that they would see what they could do. 

Yeah, right !! 

Three weeks later in the mail - 1 couldn’t believe it - an 
envelope from Liverpool F.C, My tickets for the Novem- 
ber 8° game against Tottenham Hotspur have arrived ! 
Alas, all it turns out to be is information on how to apply 
for tickets. So I mark out on all the calendars 26 days 
before the November 8° game that I have to ring the club 
and apply for tickets. What muggins here did, was 


UK, | and back down the road to the famous Sandon Hotel, 
where Liverpool Football Club was formed way back 
in 1892. By this stage crowds are well and truly 
building up, and my heart is racing - | still can’t 
believe that | am actually going to a game at Anfield. — 
At 2.15 we wander back down the road amongst 
buses, cars, police on horseback, and both sets of fans, 
We line up at one of the tiny entrances to get inside the 
ground - the entrance is no wider than two feet, with a 
thick steel plate door and a full length turnstile. It is 
like herding sheep into a truck ! 

But once inside, it is amazing. The noise on the 
terraces is deafening, as the Liverpool squad names are 
read out - a bit like the Strikers were at the Suncorp 
Grand Final. 

Then the infamous “You'll Never Walk Alone” is 
played over the tannoy, with the whole crowd singing, 
waving banners and swaying in unison. The experi- 
ence leaves the hair on the back of my neck standing 
on end. 

3pm, and the kick-off takes place to more noise, and 
we now have 90 minutes of pure bliss ! 

Only that day was not Liverpools. Right from the start 
they are sluggish, out of shape, uncreative. They are 
without Fowler and Ince, and after an attcking move 
by Bamsfley in the 30* minute a cross is deflected by 
actually recount the 26 days again, and got the dates Berger into the path of a Bamsley midfielder steaming 
mixed up. Instead of ringing on Monday, | tried on up the centre who calmly beats James to put them one 
Tuesday unable to get through. When | finally got through] up. For the remainder of the game the Kop, where I am 
on Wednesday the match was a sell-out. It looked like the sitting, try to gee the boys up, but it doesn’t spark 
only game at Anfield that I was going to see was against | anything exciting, and it stays at 1-0 for the rest of the 
bottom of the table Barnsley. We should put a few into the| game, much to the anger of the local fans, and the 

net against them, at least, 1 thought. As it tums out we disappointment of myself. 

wallop Spurs 4-0 - but then again, who hasn’t given Spurs| After the game it’s back down the pub where, because 
a hiding this season ? of the result, the landlord puts on a video of 

So the big day arrives and I fly out of Dublin to Liverpool | “Liverpools Greatest Years”, so that we don’t have to 
at Gam, (you can’t leave you're run too late) and get a bus | watch “Match Of The Day”. The only time that we do 
to the city. I find Lime Street railway station and await the] watch the TV is when they show the league ladder, 
arrival of my uncle from London - another mad Liverpool } and Everton have just lost again and gone bottom. 
supporter, He arrives at about'l0 o’clock, and we manage | This is greeted with an almighty cheer. 

to find some accomodation - not an easy task on match =| Alll in all, a trip well worthy of the effort and money, 
day. After we have dropped the bags off it’s straight down| and given the chance in the future, I'd give my left leg 
to a pub in the city for some pre-match pints. When we | to do it all over again. Although, after the way 

walk in, all we can see is a sea of red and yellow (away Liverpool played some of the players might want to 
give their right leg away | 


everybody talking football, and how the boys will go 
today. 

After a few swift pints it’s into a cab, and up to Anfield, 
about a 5 mile trip from the city. We pick the tickets up, 


(See Programme Review on Page 22) 


last year was no fluke and let’s follow 
you through to the finals !! 
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ALL OR NOTHING | 21 
by Steve Cooper 


Wow ! The Strikers are on a run !! Only nine games to go now, and so what that the 


next three are against sides in the top six ? Football is a funny old game, anythin 
can happen on the day. acne : 


I think that the attitude the Strikers should adopt is that of the lower division teams 
playing in the F.A Cup - just go for it ! Treat every game as if they were Stevenage 


against Newcastle United and take the game to the them, hassle them out of their 
rhythm, don’t let them settle. — 


Being a supporter of West Ham, I dread the third round draw for the F. A. Cup each 
December. I’m HAPPY if we draw Manchester United away or Chelsea, or even 
Spurs. I DREAD any team from division two or lower, home or away ! I think the 
players think this too, judging by the way they play - and generally lose! - games 
against these teams. Look at this year - we drew non-league Emley at home and 
surprisingly scraped a 2-1 win, but by all accounts Emley were the better side and 
were cheered off the pitch, while West Ham were booed !! Last Sunday in the next 
round we were away to First Division Manchester City and again won 2-1, but this 
time in what was described as a full on cup tie - no messing about that time ! 


I can recall losses to Hereford, Swin- 
don and Wrexham in recent years - 
West Ham just can’t cope with a side 
coming at them with a do-or-die 
attitude, with nothing to lose and 90 
minutes to achieve glory. 


Help Wanted ! 


This fanzine was initially set up as an independent 
publication to allow the average fan a voice in the way 
Queensland football is being run now and the way it is 
going in the future. The initial response back in October 
1996 was that such a publication was needed, and 
numerous people have either written or told us that it is a 
“breath of fresh air”. We are now coming up to 18 months 
ofhard work on this project, and with the new local season 
just around the comer we are looking for a few bodies to 
help us distribute the magazine on match days at local] } 
grounds, 
Over the coming months we are working on a couple of| 
projects to give the average Queensland footy fan more 
exposure to the game. Because of this our time is limited, 
and therefore we need that extra bit of help. We can offer 
very competitive renumeration to clubs for helping us 
out in this way. But at the end of the day it boils down to 
whether you want an independent magazine or not ! 
Please contact Tony on 0411 367 357 if you can be of 
assistance in this way. ___ 


So, come on you Strikers ! Treat each 
game as a Final, take it up to them and 
you may just be surprised at what can 
be achieved. You’ve got the skills 
(Lord knows, you shouldn’t even be in 
this position ! ) and everything to gain. 
Start by showing Sydney United that 


ji 
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That Game - Programme Review 


(. . . and more from the UK) 
by Ewen Anderson 


We've seen it. Either live or on the TV. 
We've relived it a million times. The 
score is still 2-2. No fantasy league 
results here. The last piece of the jig- 
saw is to look at the programme for 
the game. If you can bear to live 
through it all one more time that it is. 


Australia v lran 

Saturday 29" November 1997 
Melbourne Gricket Ground, 
Melbourne 

World Cup Qualifier 

72 Pages - A4 - 35% Adverts 


lot of ads, but they are all to be found at the 
tginning and the end of the programme, so in 
tween there is plenty of uninterrupted read- 
y. And in general it is good reading well sup- 
irted by lots of colour pics. There are features 
: Venables, Tobin, Bosnich, Slater, Aurelio V 
id Zelic. In the middie of them is a 1 pager on 
iw tran got to Melboume. There's a 2 page Player Profile 
ithe Socceroo followed by a 2 page feature on the France 
3 venues. Did you know that Lens has a capacity of 49,581 
lich will be increased to 40,000 (sic)? Now is that progress 
is that progress? Three other grounds will also see their 
rrent capacity reduced in time for the Finals. 


‘ere is a 2 page player profile feature of the Iranians. 
st of the information is shallow though. More a case or 
ng to find something to fill the space. This is followed by 
gw We Got Here”. No crowd figures given which is just 

_ well as they were pretty dismal for Australia’s home pre- 
inaries. 


‘ an starts the really interesting stuff - Australia’s history 
| he World Cup. Did you know that for the 1966 cam- 
| gn, Tiko Jelasevich was the coach? Australia lost 1-6 & 
\ to North Korea (both played in Cambodia) with Les 
| Jeinflug having the honour of scoring our first WC goal. 
| the 1970 campaign, Joe Vasits was coach. The initial 
, up was played in Seoul, then followed a trip to Rhode- 
'* with the final hurdle being Israel. The 1974 campaign 


\ 


Australia v Iran} 


was the one we ail still talk about. New Zealand, 
Iran, South Korea and Hong Kong were the ports 
of call en route to West Germany under the watch- 
ful eye of Rale Rasic. For the 1978 finals, Fiji, New 
Zealand, South Korea, Hong Kong, Kuwait and 
Iran were the stamps found in the rapidly filling 
passports. Rudi Gutendorf was at the helm for 
1982. The Kiwi's thoroughly deserved their place 
in Spain. We played in Fiji, New Zealand, Indone- 
sia and Taiwan. For 1986, Australia overcame 
trips to Israel and New Zealand before taking on 
the Hampden Roar in Scotland. 
1990 saw as short a campaign as 
we've had. Just four games includ- 
ing New Zealand and Israel. 
Oceania was beginning to grow and 
we saw new opponents from the 
region for the 1994 campaign. Solo- 
mon Islands, Tahiti, New Zealand 
followed by Canada and Argentina. 


The history of the World Cup is 
covered in a 6 page feature which 
is very interesting. For those want- 
ing a taste of what the game 
against Iran was all about, this was 
an excellent starter. To finish, there is a 7 page 
feature on the Heroes of 1974.One page features 
on Jimmy Mackay (the man that scored the goal 
that took Australia to West Germany), Johnny 
Warren, Harry Williams, Rale Rasic and Ray 
Richards. 


Around 35 colour photos (excluding the pen pics) 
and fairly good value at $8. Whilst appreciating 
that most of the programme had to be prepared 
before the Teheran leg, why couldn’t a page have 
been set aside for a review on the Iran game? 
With minimal effort that could have been done, 
but perhaps the spirit was willing........... 


After reviewing the programme, | looked through 
it again and noted that Kevin Christopher and 
harry Georgiadis of Studs Up were contributors. 
No doubt a reason for the increase in quality 


articles. 
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had. Liverpeo! v Barnsley (22 Nov) is no 
exception. Liverpool have always been con- 
scious of the fact that the city is a more de- 
pressed area than other parts of the country 
and try to keep their cover price below that 
of other clubs. Not $0 today. To rub salt in to 
the wound, there are only 48 pages wher 


as Crystal Palace v Aston Villa ( 8 Nov) has 60 
pages. Both have 28% adverts. Picking out a cou- 
ple of interesting items, the one about Bamsley once 
having the famous Chilean brothers George and Ted 
Robledo cn their books before they transferred to 
Newcastle catches the eye. Man U may claim to 
have the widest support around the world, but Liv- 
erpoo! do ail right. At the Bamsley game was a group 
from the New York branch of the supporters club. 
When Liverpoo! reserves played Preston North End 
at Preston on 10 Nov, the crowd was 4,318! Pres- 
ton won 3-0. Wimbledon, we are told, have lost the 
tag of being the worst supported team in the pre- 
mier League. That now belongs to Southampton. 
(15,847 v 15,165). A good feature in the Palace pro- 
gramme is a short diary. Notes on what has hap- 
pened to players or the club over the previous 2 
weeks. There are the usual features and match re- 


ports pius a host of statistics to browse through. 
One interesting observation in the Palace pro- 
gramme was the inclusion of all the top four divi- 
sion's fixtures for that day. Perhaps Palace are just 
giving their supporters a chance to see who they 
might be playing next season. Joking aside, this was 
good to see. 


Fanzines continue to play a major part in the game 
in the UK. Steve Cooper brought some back after 
seeing West Ham and Watford play their home 
games. Watford have one with an unusual title. 
Shortened it reads - CYHSYF. In full - Clap Your 
Hands Stamp Your Feet. They have a feature en- 
titled “10 things that should be made a criminal of- 
fence", Some are Watford driven and not relevant, 
but others are: 1) Leaving the ground early, before 
the game has ended, before every one of your side’s 
Players has left the field, however bad the game; 2) 
Owning a football club & sucking it dry, holding it to 
fansom & using it for personal gain; 3) Not support- 
ing your local team, but the glory boys from Man U; 
4) Parents who buy their kids Man U, Liverpool & 
Newcastle gear. Why?. Rated PG for some of the 
Tanguage', but a good read all round. West Ham on 
other hand are afflicted with many more fanzines. 


Three of them are 1) Ona Nissan; 
2) The Water in Majorca & 3) On 
the Terraces. With many fanzine 
names, you would have to wonder 
what the connection is between the 
title and the club they are built 
around. On a Nissan and The Wa- 
ter in Majorca are no exception. (Majorca, by the way, 
is a Spanish holiday island in the Mediterranean - very 
popular with British tourists). One story that The Wa- 
ter... discusses is the inability of West Ham to have 
found a major sponsor from the start of the season. In 
this day of marketing madness, someone somewhere 
had not worked hard enough to tie up something there. 
Very unusual for a premier League club. 
e 

lain Dowie at West Ham was having a tough time scor- 
ing a goal. At the time this issue of The Water.... went 
to press, it had been 2326 minutes. In that time, we are 
told, the following Guiness Book of Records entrants 
could have done the following: 

American Jeff Cane could have made 288,864 
jumps on his pogo stick; 

Canadian Pat Donohue could have eaten 
186,764 pickled onions; 

Scouser Karen Stevenson could have eaten 
215,543 baked beans with a cocktail stick; 

American Pete Squires could have climbed 
the 1,575 steps of the Empire State building 211 times; 

New Yorker Steve Fairchild could have per- 
fectly tuned 537 pianos; 

Lee Chapman could have managed two cir- 
cuits of the Boleyn Ground pitch. (Well that's not quite 
a Guiness Record, but The Water... thought it impor- 
tant to include as a comparison). 


You can rely on fanzines to keep you entertained, even 
if the tongue is, at times, firmly in the cheek. 


Tf you have a programme or magazine that you'd 
fo: 


EWEN ANDERSON 
PO BOX 5155 
ALEXANDRA HILLS QLD 4161 


like to see reviewed in The Farr Post, just send it | 


In the meantime, until the next edition, enjoy your foot- |! 
ball. 


ao _ __The Farr Post 
24 The Internet Readers Survey The FarrPost 
| | ij ape continued =A Memorial ¢o 
a mane ee ~ : : 7 . 1 Local UF ani ' Id t , ‘ 
Avid TFP reader and intern apnointed the next <a a ne ? Manchester United 25 
OzSoccer e-mail list, and has come up with some interesting statistics. A ; 31 voted for “None” ! Branco Culina (February, 6th, 1958) 


. received 8, with Raul Blanco and Eddie 
Kmievic 7 apiece. Frankie was way down In the hearts of the world there’s a memory today 
the list with 4, and even Gerry Francis had | Of the Manchester boys who were taken away 


Qi. Age ? nage A i 
31 respondents were between the ages of 20 and 30, eleven were in the group 30 to 40, whilst 12 one vote (thank God he's not “local’). eared in einen and the colours they wore 
E i e gates o rafford will see them F 
ranged from 40 - 50. There were only a handful either less than twenty or older than 50. : Q12, It your side cannot win the Ericsson no more 
Cup, who would you Ilke to see win It ? To be Kingpins of E i i 
Q2. Country of birth. edge > Kingpins of Europe was their greatest strive 
33 were born in Australia, 10 from England and 7 from Scotland. After that there were one or two _ ‘se jae vd voles (with virtually And in search of that honour they gave their lives 
from other European countries, but it shows a predominantly Australian subscription. A great sign. everyone in the Brisbane area voting for It came as a shock on the way from Belgrade 
them), whilst Wollongong were second with | Where a match with ‘Red Star’ had recently been played. 
Q3. Place of residence. ten, and Carlton were third with 8. The 
| Strikers only polled two, and “Any African In an aircraft renowned by its company great 


42 from Sydney, 9 from Perth, 8 from Brisbane and only 6 from Melbourne, including two Americans. 3 = f 
ydney ly Le} team” and “Anyone but Olympic and Sydney | They returned full of joy to fulfill their next date 


United’ raised one vote each. At Munich they stopped to refuel the plane 


Q4, Which Australlan team do you support ? i 
Then crashed in the snow as they took off again. 


4 , ; ‘ ; ? 
This was a bit of a surprise as 10 went for the Strikers. Marconi and Perth recorded 7 each whilst 
"None" was fourth with 6. Wonder where that is ? Interestingly Brisbane Lions received one vote, as ects ses ao home- . 
| did Pine Hills and Pine Hills Under 9's | ) sigh i In a moment of horror the mighty and great 
A total of 31 different responses to this Were shattered and torn by the cold hand of fate 
QS. Which overseas team do you support ? By come ont dad Seri Mel- The bold ‘Busby Babes’ who had just left the ground 
,, _ Interestingly Manchester United could only poll 6 votes whilst the mighty Reds of Liverpool scored a Three joint ine Pa a. with 16 votes. Were mingled with wreckage that lay all around. 
“seven. Spurs, Celtic and “Any with an Aussie" each polled five. Pick of the replies was "Third Lanark eh ad Emi eae with only three votes _ ; 
4 (RIP)" - anyone remember them ? ‘e Emie Tapai, Bobby Despotovski | The lucky survivors were dragged from the plane 
; and Alan Hunter. Striker Kasey Wehrman The goalkeeper Gregg and the crew that remained 
1 @6. Is there any team that you particularly distike ? _ : whilst “Definitely not Harper’, Farina In the hope they’d be saved in this moment of unkind 
and Harper had one each. And among them was Busby the great master-mind 


Surprise surprise - Manchester United with 16 topped this category. Melboume Knights ran them 
© dose with 14, followed by Rangers (9), Arsenal (7) and Iran (only 6 7). Other notable answers were 


\ Rangers Reserves, Texas Rangers, “Any Spanish team’, “All Scottish clubs except Rangers’, "Lalor clade i aps outstanding Of those that were there and who'll never return 
"park Under 7's" and “Stowells Strikers” - somebody out there not a fan of Brucie ?. Harry K, player of 1997 ? . Were Coleman and Pegg, Whelan, Jones, Brent and Byrne 
3 arry Kewell (34) and Stan Lazarides (21) With the great Edwards and Taylor and others who are gone 


were way ahead of anyone else, and only 6 | But the flag of Old Trafford is still flying on. 


iT] 
'  Q7. Best moment In Oz football. Players were voted for in total. 


"Surely this wasn’t too tough - fifteen respondents gave the answer "First 70 minutes of World Cup 


" Qualifier v Iran’ with thirteen answering “The 1997 NSL Grand Final”. Whilst “Being ballboy at Of the injured remaining some never will play 


Q 16. Most Irritating football presenter on | But they'll all be remembered as time rolls away 


Marconi/Olympic Grand Final* took my pick as the most inventive. televis! 
€ eo. Pies . ‘eae For the banner of sport that they carried so high 
: pri ere wi le Patterson Till their glory was wrecked 
; 28: Worst moment in Oz football polling 11, and Tom Anderson 9. Johnny glory ecked by a fall from the sky. 


Again not too difficult here, either, with 41 stating the World Cup Qualifier. Another seven narrowed it 
? down to just the last twenty minutes, whilst one older listee was more upset at the “17-0 loss to 
aM English FA in 1951”. Another interesting one was *Craig Johnston’ - as John commented "Should he 


Warren only received 7, whilst “Everyone” Old Trafford will miss them everyone will 
picked up 4, and a certain “Andy Harper’ For their sportsmanship true and their lovable skill 


; 

be doing/have done more for football in Australia ?” Comments to this fanzine, please | * did ee Detect ote vote | tte oven os Cie yoetd they Il be abays yenowned 

) ; s iranian interpreter on Optus’. As the great Kings of Sport who will never be crowned. 
: ; Q9. Has Terry Venables done a good Job for Australian football ? Overall some interesti 
‘7 43 voted “Yes” to this one, which is nearly 75%. Many comments were that although the answer was itouch eresting answers, and D.EDWARDS B.WHELAN — R. BYRNE 
10 eyes" he did fail in his brief which was to get us to the World Cup. But the feeling was that he has Ss : eae Sew ie sah a E TAYLOR B.WHALLY D. PEGG 
' ; \ here. ' ething to debate . BRENT E. 
a raised the profile of the game here about over a few pints. i ChIGs GRE COLEMAN _T. JONES 
|! @40. Is David Hill doing a good job for Australian football ? 
- 4 Again an overwhelming "Yes" vote - 54 this time, but many not agree with his methods. Many Thanks to John Croft. (Thanks to Dave Gardner for thi 
t ispoem | 
which he came across many years ago.) __ |! 


The Farr Post 


© World Cup Competition 


FRANCE 98 
| The World Cup | 


The Farr Post in conjunction with Soccer World at Lutwyche are running a World Cup competition 
from now until the finals series which start on June 10th in France. For the next five months we are 
giving away France98 t-shirts and caps, as well as a major prize which will be awarded to the person 
who can correctly predict the final four countries at the end of the tournament. 

To enter either or both competitions simply fill in the forms below and mail them to 

Sports Print, PO Box 478 Bulimba, QLD 4171. 

You can enter as many times as you wish, and don't forget to include your t-shirt size with your entry © 


‘Monthly Competiion-Numberl : 


{Question - Who missed a penalty in the 1994 final to give Brazil the trophy ? 


laaawer - 


Name - 
| Address - 


| 
jt-shirt size - 


{World Cup Competition 


ek ee ee ee 


Name the countries who will finish in the top four positions at this years World 
jCup finals in France. 


Winners - 
jRunners-Up - 
{Third Place - 


Tie-Breaker - ] read The Farr Post because 


RR LL 


| 
| 
| 
J — 
poo 
| 
| 
| 


ee ee ee es ee ee 


) The Farr Post 


Brazil* 
Norway 
Scotland 
Morocco 


italy* 
Austria 
Chile 
Cameroon 


Group E 
Holland* 
Belgium 


Tunisia 


Second Round 

1, Winner Grp A v Runner-up Grp B 
2. Winner Grp B v Runner-up Grp A 
3, Winner Grp C v Runner-up Grp D 
4. Winner Grp D v Runner-up Grp C 
5, Winner Grp E v Runner-up Grp F 
6. Winner Grp F v Runner-up Grp E 
7. Winner Grp G v Runner-up Grp H 
8, Winner Grp H v Runner-up Grp G 


Argentina* 


Croatia 
Japan 
Jamaica 


Colombia 


Quarter Finals 

A. Winner 1 v Winner 4 
B. Winner 2 v Winner 3 
C. Winner 5 v Winner 8 
D. Winner 6 v Winner 7 


Semi-Finals 
X. Winner A v Winner C 
Y. Winner B v Winner D 


¢ 
és 


Z 
Za 


Soccer 
World 


at 


3rd Place Play Off 
Loser X v Loser Y 


Final 
Winner X v Winner Y 


: Soccer Equipment Specialist Store 
- Phone 3357 5777 


Fax: 3857 1705 


ESE SEES il TS tek ep <hen 
497 Lutwyche Rd, Lutwyche Brisbane 4030 
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28 Fetters to The vitor 


Strikers 97/98 season gone - R.IL.P 


The Farr Post 


= 


146 kicrile 
odds 'n' sods 
Dear sir Football computer software Pre-match drinks 


Alon Clark rans a little business designing computer soft- An unofficia! supporiers club meet 
ware, and has come up with two very novel programs. | for pre-match beers at The Irish 


Watching the Strikers perform this season has 
been like watching an old friend die...slowly. How- | Living in Paddington is not easy - especially 


ever unlike a lot of so-called “supporters” I am not | when Lang Park is being used for some One is an electronic Ericsson Cup fixture list. He has | Connection pub on Caxton Street 
about to leave the bedside. footballing occasion or other. ; entered all the fixtures for the season, and all you have to | before every home game. So look out 
Ihave endured State of Origin clashes, and do is fill in the results for it to calculate the league table, | for us when we play Adelaide City on 

What intrigues me is why a team that per- | regular Broncos and Crushers games, but and the final play-off positions at seasons end. February 28th 

formed to such a high degree just a few months ago | whenever these events occur we (the residents) ‘The second is an electronic fixture list for the World Cup 

could sink to the level now being experienced. I don’t | have been informed in advance and can prepare finals in France later this year. Again, just pump in the Brownies card 

believe that the loss of Phillips, Wright (retired) | accordingly. results, and watch the rest of the draw look after itself. | Sq soon after i i i 

Hunter (transferred) could be the reason. Gary | As you can imagine BBQ's and dinner parties Usually the software sells for $20 each program, but TFP ene 


Phillips for example didn’t get off the bench in the | have to be arranged around the footballing feaers can obtain them for a special price of $15 each yellow card, Brownie got himself 
Grand Final and Alan Hunter, in the few clips we | schedule, so as not to incur the wrath of angry or $25 for both. This price includes postage, but if you booked in the Wollongong game too. 
have seen this season, appears to be really strug- | football supporters when we ask them not to want to save yourself $5, Alan will e-mail them to you Perhaps he got the taste for it, and 
gling. block our driveway. for the even lower price of $10 each. realised what he'd been missing all 


: ; Don't get us wrong we don't mind the football, its 7 G@ontact Alan Clark, PO Box 1112 - Richmond North - | those years of being a good boy ! 
Are the players so emotionally and physically | just that in the past we have been told when these | Victoria 3121 Or maybe Frankie had been telling 


drained that they can no longer compete ? Is there | games take place. or phone (03) 9421 3677 hin hath ‘ ; 
‘ : . e shoul 
! still an air of complacency or are too many players | With the soccer, though, there is no dialogue with | 4. « mail meropod@starnet.com.au in his teller sig d be a bit of a devil 
in the comfort zone? the residents, and we must keep an eye out in the | make cheques payable to y ee 


Whatever the reasons, and I’m sure the Coach/ | papers to find out when games are scheduled, in "McRopod Concepts" 
Staff and supporters would love to know, the Strik- | case we want to invite friends around. 


oye . 2 Wo he RL 
ers must now concentrate on providing a comeback | If you could help organise something along those |] Sub 


ubscriptions 


) 
! 
Daee ee net eee lines then we'd be most grateful, To sc us all from oe seca ee Stadium in the rain on a Saturday night, 
; an ow Us more time in the pu ore the game, wh: t subscri 

} The younger brigade Bell, Packer, Hews etc. | Anon, Post ? game, why not subscribe to The Farr 

) have shown enough to be retained and a genuine | Paddington. A twelve monthly subscription is a steal at $25, and (due to b 

I “gtriker”, or two, must be imported as there appears months will cost you $15. Fill in the form, and send . with aan i requests) six 
|. tobeno one onthe local scene. There is eects The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171. 

of quality forwards around that the powers that, —=—=————— ee ee 

oper bi the bullet and start recruiting NOW, as Goalkeep er wanted [| Please send me a____(12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. | 
|" another season like this one will see the support base 

| . __ further deteriorate. Southside Eagles Starting with issue number (The February issue is number 17). | 
\ « 8 @ | 
For the rest of the season lets hope that some (Amateur Division 1 ) enc 
i . nclose a cheque for " " 
of the current players have a good look at themselves} are looking fora Goalkeeper a payable to "Sports Print". | 
4 and put in a bit more effort ...there are no longer any stren en. their s qua d | N | 
7 excuses, gth : ame 

| r - Training nights are Tuesday an) | ——. |. | 
Mike Parker, Thursday from 6.15pm iburb —_—_ 
Uy Auchenflower at Memorial Park, Oxford Stree -* ] 
| ines ; Bulimba — Post Code | 
ei PS: Written in a state of depression after South Ph Chris Beswick (Coach) 3207 14 | 
i Melbourne game - 11 January 1998 une | The F P | 
Le “arr Post - For Australians who care about football 


The Farr Post 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
The Farr Pest, So we urge you to support them too. 


OTHER SERVICES 


CD-ROM and internet web page design. 
E-mail: cyberoo @smople.thehub.com.au 
Computer Systems and Software. 

E-mail: www. bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing. Contact Tony on 0411 
367 357. 


CLUBS 
Beenleigh - Chris Green Park, Boundary Road, 
Beenleigh. New building work being done. 
Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, 
Newmarket. Bobby Hamilton is back on board for 
another season - can they do it again this year ? 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, 
Richlands. New clubhouse now open ! 72 pokies, 
Keno, bar and Bistro - check it out ! 

Ipswich Knights - Eric Evans Reserve, 254 
Brisbane Road, Bundamba. See them against the 
Strikers on February 7th. 

Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 


succesful season to push for the Premiership. 


Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood |"Sit Down I" by many of the crowd 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno, good food, great |at the Strikers v Gippsland game, 
company . . . Open all summer. when Andy Harper got up off the 


bench to warm up. 
Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, Bi g Games - coming up 


Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 


morning, with Kieran Cooper. 


Eric Evans Reserve, Bundamba 
Saturday, 7th February @ 7pm 
The Silver Boot Final 

Lions Stadium, Richlands 
Saturday, 14th February @ 6pm 
The Waterford Charity Day 
Perry Park, Mayne 


Street, Bulimba. Saturday, 21st February 
Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, Gold Coast City v Mt. Gravatt @ 5pm 
Lutwyche. Brisbane City v Wynnum @ 7pm 


Brisbane Strikers vw Adelaide City 
Suncorp Stadium 

Saturday, 28th 
me February @ 7pm 


Free Car Stickers {!! 

We still have some of our free car 
stickers to give away. These were 
initially given away free with TFP 
6, when we went to colour. If 
anybody wants one, send a 
stamped self-addressed envelope 
to The Farr Post, and we'll get one out to 
you. 


FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM every Saturda 


Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 3267 0681 


Ipswich Knights v Briebane Strikers 


The Farr Post 


There’ Ss more to 
read in herethan in my 
note book when the 
Strikers are playing |! 


he Farr Post t-shirts - only $15 ! 
Por the Strikers Quiz Night we had a number of TFP collared t-shirts made up, 
as pictured below. They are 100% cotton, and have the TFP logo on the front left 
breast, with Bill Shanklys immortal words on the back. 

we are a bunch of old, worn out has-beens they only come in two sizes - 

ently-retired size (Large), or vastly experienced five-belly size (Extra-Large). 
Sead a cheque for 
$15 to "Sports 
Print", PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 
Qid 4171. 


We only have a few 
left, so get in touch 
early ! 


Fully Airconditioned 
Large Family Bistro 
mia 2a / Lounge Bar 


SL DS SS 


~“Associate 1 
4 Membership 1 
i only $5 : 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. 


—_— °°» 


Che Farr Post 
Number 18 toms FD 
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| The Independent Voice Of FootballIn Queensland Monthly 


New Clubhouse 
Now Open ! 


| Reciprocal rights for all 
1 football clubs 


100 Pokies/ Keno 
Coffee Shop 
Off-street Parking 


Lions take out Silver Boot 


= od Brisbane Lions won the 1998 pre-season 
In S Buffalo Silver Boot trophy on Sunday 
This February 22nd, beating Beenleigh 3-2 in 
Plaeses:, sudden-death extra-time. Lions, who were 
once more hosting the event will take this 
Interv iew with Stuart Munro victory, and their good early season form into 
x Premier League Preview the XXXX Premier League which started last 
trikers news and match reports 


weekend, and must be one of the favourites 
tusVision - Strikers planning for for the competition after an average season 
1998 - Gold Coast set to roll 


Function Room suitable for 


last year. 


. (Full results on page 18) 

- Weddings .. and more ! 

- Private functions 32 "Football's not a matter of life or 
- Conferences Another pages death, it's much more important 


than that." 


- Christmas parties The late, great will Shankly. 


—_— os 


